
 

 

 
          24th February 

 
 

  2010#2  
   Tel:  06 3798840   Fax 06 3798807          ���������������	
��������

�������������	
��������

�������������	
��������

�������������	
��������

��              6 Howard St., Carterton.  NZ
              Cellular: 027 6342911                                                                                                                    www.ponatahi.school.nz 
 
 

DEAR PARENTS & FRIENDS 

� � � � � �� ��	 
 � � �� to Benjamin Bosch 13 who is the only 
student to have a birthday this week or next, the Lord 
willing.  We hope that you may reflect on the solemnity of 
the passing time as we travel on to eternity, and that the 
Lord may spare you for many more birthdays. 
 

WELCOME TO SCHOOL 
      Isabelle Clark is 
pictured on her very first day 
of school last week.   Isabelle 
is the younger sister of 
Jennifer and Bradley who 
were featured in the last 
newsletter as being new 
students in the school.  
Isabelle had to wait for her 
fifth birthday.  We hope that 
Isabelle, along with her 
brother and sister may have many happy years at this school 
and that the Lord’s blessing may be upon this schooling. 
      Benjamin Hume 
Y11 is also new to the 
school.  He is pictured 
here having fun on the 
Y11-13 trip to 
Auckland.  We have 
already discovered that 
Benjamin likes to have 
a lot of fun which 
means that he fits in well with the other boys in Year 11.   
We hope that Benjaimn will have a successful and blessed 
time at this school. 
 

ANNUAL PICNIC:  We hope to see you all at the picnic 
tomorrow at Greytown with the same programme as 
specified in the last newsletter. 
 

OTHER NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

 
      Mr Martin Schot is pictured giving a lesson on 
microscope work to the Y9&10 science class.  The students 
in the picture are Grace Boutcher and Jonah Dekker.  Mr 
Schot is also teaching Y11 maths, Y12 biology, P.E. and 
Y9&10 information management. 

   
      Mrs Marian Evers is teaching the Y1-2 children you 
are gathered around her.  Mrs Evers teaches this class on 
Friday and Wednesday afternoon.  On Wednesday morning 
Mrs Evers switches to music and gives music lessons to 
older primary and college students.   The children in the 
picture, from left to right are: Janiel de Leeuw, Darren De 
Vries, Corban Surtees, and Shahil Chand.    

       
      Mrs Mary Sheridan is helping us out every Thursday 
during the maternity leave of Mrs Judith Verbeek.  In the 
morning Mrs Sheridan is in the Y3-5 class, above, to allow 
Mr Watt valuable management time.   In the afternoon Mrs 
Sheridan helps in the Y1-2 class to allow Mrs Van der Put 
valuable management time.   The boys in the front are, from 
left to right, Julian Van der Put, Hank Groeneweg, Hugo 
Dekker, and Bradley Clark (looking at the camera).  
Marissa Groeneweg can be recognised in the background. 
 

CAUSE FOR THANKSGIVING 
      We congratulate Mrs Judith Verbeek and her husband 
Jalke for the birth of Hannah.  We are thankful that the Lord 
has made all things well for both mother and child, and we 
hope that Hannah may grow up in the fear of the Lord.  Mrs 
Verbeek is currently on maternity leave and is expected back 
at school in term 2, the Lord willing. 
      At the time of writing, Janos, the young baby of Mr 
Schot, and Mrs Gerda Schot, is at home and is doing well, 
after heart surgery at Auckland’s Starship hospital. For this 
also we are thankful to the Lord 



 

 

       

 
PREFECTS FOR 2010 are, left to right, Michael Snoek 
Y12, John Archer Y13, Nathan Van der Laan Y13, and 
seated below, left to right, are Mary-Anne Evers Y13, 
Rebecca Bertram Y12, and Joanna Watkinson Y12.  
     The head prefect for 2010 is Mary-Anne Evers who has 
the task of co-ordinating the team.  Mary-Anne is the only 
one who was also a prefect last year.  In what is a first for 
this school, Mary-Anne has just been accepted for a 
university economics paper which she will be studying at 
school time through the Massey University extramural 
programme.  The application was approved by Massey 
University on the basis of Mary-Anne doing well in NCEA 
level three economics as a Year 12 student last year. 
     Rebecca, the daughter of Mr R Bertram, will also be 
having a busy year, the Lord willing.  Rebecca almost 
completed NCEA level two while in Year 11 and is 
attempting to complete this and NCEA level three while in 
Year 12.  Rebecca is also employed to help clean the school 
and has just been voted by the students to be their 
representative on the BOT this year.  Congratulations on 
your victory in a clean campaign, and thank you also to the 
other nominees who provided the Y9-13 classes a taste of 
being involved in democracy. 
 

Y11-13 TRIP TO THE AUCKLAND REGION 
We acknowledge the mercies of the Lord in the safe return 
of this class and their chaperones.  Thank you to the adults 
who were able to accompany the trip, supervise the students, 
and drive the bus, etc.  From all accounts the adults enjoyed 
the trip as much as the students and this is always a good 
indicator that the trip was successful.   

Canoeing under a waterfall was one of the activities based in 
the camp. 
     These next 
two pictures 
show some of the 
college girls, and 
their teacher, 
enjoying 
themselves on 
the rides at 
Rainbows End, 

while the Y13 boys, 
below, find 
something more to 
their taste. 
      It wasn’t all fun 
on the trip as there 
was also a strong 
mix of education.  
Auckland is New 
Zealand’s only 
globally significant 
city with over a 

million people 
and the largest 
concentration 
of Polynesian 
people in the 
world.  The 
students saw 
something of 
the cultures and 
the scales of 
wealth, also 
seeing first hand that the poorest of housing conditions in 
NZ are “extreme luxury” compared to the slums in many of 
the worlds great cities.  They visited the Haulocast memorial 
in the Auckland museum, the zoo,and saw something of the 
local industry.   Auckland is built on over 50 volcanic cones 



 

 

and the students visited the site of the last major eruption, 
Rangitoto Island, which came up out of the sea just before 
Europeans first arrived.   Rangitoto Island is also interesting 
for biology study as many of its lava flows are only just 
beginning to turn into bush areas.    Pictured on the way to 
Rangitoto Island are, from left to right, Timothy Bertram 
Y11, Rosa Aperloo Y11, Hamish Hume Y12, and Mary-
Anne Evers Y13. 

          
Painting Auckland blue: 
Jessica Boutcher Y12 had an 
interesting encounter with the 
local culture.  While waiting for 
the Auckland museum to open 
she decided to help the local 
council workers paint a fence, 
much to the delight of the 
workers and the students. 
     We plan to have some more 
pictures of the Y11-13 
excursion, from time to time, in 
newsletters, later in the year.   
We are thankful that they had a 
good time, saw lots, learnt lots, 
arrived home safely, and probably all had an experience they 
will remember for life. 
 

NATIONAL STANDARDS 
Ponatahi Christian School is well down the track to be able 
to implement National Standards and report on them to 
parents by the end of this term.  We believe that most of our 
parent community will support the concept of National 
Standards.   So what is all the fuss in the media about? 
    I write this lengthy article to give parents a perspective of what 
may end up being the major education issue of the year, or decade. 
This has been very much in the media lately and has the potential 
to cause major disruptions to NZ schools and embarrassment to the 
government.   There are some real issues which the government is 
trying to address. 

1) The Government is entitled to accountability from schools 
for the funds it invests in education.   It is up against the 
teacher unions who have traditionally opposed any move to 
make its members accountable.  But to be fair on the unions, 
the government needs to convince them that teachers and 
schools will not be unfairly judged. This is something that the 
government has thus far failed to do. 

2) In New Zealand about one fifth of students are leaving 
school without adequate numeracy and literacy skills.  
(Despite the fact that New Zealand has one of the highest 
overall standards of education in the developed world.) 

3) Parents are entitled to know how well their children are 
achieving compared to what is needed to cope well in later 
life.  Currently parents are not always given accurate 
information as to how their children are achieving compared 
to national expectations or how well they are on the road to 
be able to succeed in National Qualifications in the senior 
college.  Comments like “Johnny is working to his potential” 

actually give the parents little idea.  College principals are 
not always happy with the level of useful information they 
receive from contributing primary schools. At this school we 
have received new students from other schools whose latest 
report gave us a different impression from what we 
discovered in the classroom.  In some cases the disparity has 
been considerable.  Therefore the government believes it has 
right to insist on “plain language reporting” against national 
expectations.   Schools, on the other hand, believe that they 
should be able to have a standard of reporting which is useful 
for their “community expectations” which is more important 
to them than “national expectations” 

 

At Ponatahi we have developed our own measurable benchmarks 
through the curriculum levels.  When a student is given an M for 
Meeting or A for Above, the parents can be confident that the 
student is on the pathway to be prepared to do well in NCEA level 
one in Y11.   These benchmarks, largely developed by Mr Watt in 
the primary school, and continued by college teachers in Y9&10 
have been highly spoken of by ERO, and also the students’ 
progress against them.  
 

WHAT WILL NATIONAL STANDARDS MEAN FOR US? 
We will take any directive from the government seriously. It is not 
only a fifth commandment issue, but morally also, as the 
government funds the school and pays our salaries.  Boards Of 
Trustees are crown entities and it will be breaking the law for any 
BOT not to comply.  Some principals in NZ are coming from the 
position that they are also legally contracted to do the best they can 
for their students and have research to claim that national 
standards will be contrary to this contractual obligation.  
      At Ponatahi, the national standards will simply replace some of 
the benchmarks we have developed and are continuing to develop 
for the revised NZ curriculum at Y1-8.  The government has not 
directed national standards for Y9&10 which has upset some 
primary teachers. We don’t need to significantly change the current 
practice of reporting B for below, M for meeting, and A for above.  
Mr Watt and the other primary teachers will consider this and 
implement any change they feel necessary.  One addition to the 
current reporting system is that Mr Watt is likely to introduce a 
simple table or graph which summarises progress and national 
standards in reading, writing, and maths. 
      We already know our students well enough to be confident that 
most of our students will do well at national standards, and I doubt 
that national standards will indentify a single student who is not 
already receiving extra help.  
 

WILL NATIONAL STANDARDS WORK? 
School principals and primary teachers in New Zealand are almost 
unanimous in opposition to national standards.  So what are the 
problems? 
·  National standards, are at best a measurement tool.  Patients 

don’t get better by having their temperature measured more 
often.  What is needed in NZ is not more thermometers but 
more medicine, like professional development, teacher aides, 
and smaller classes. Principals and school boards have been 
asking the government for years for more funding for more 
medicine. There are already many measurement tools available 
to schools which have been tried, tested, and fine tuned for 
years, to identify those who need to be helped. This school 
regularly uses several of them to help identify students who 
need extra assistance, and to confirm the impression the teacher 
receives from classroom observation and our own benchmark 
assessment.  At present, without national standards, most NZ 
teachers and principals can walk into a class of 25+ children 
and identify six or more students whom they would like to give 
more help to, but don’t have the resources to do so.  The 
Education Review Office already reports on a school’s ability 
to identify and help students who may be falling behind. 

·  The notion that all children in New Zealand should be able to 
jump through the same hoop at the same time runs contrary to 
philosophy of the revised NZ curriculum which schools have 



 

 

put many many hours into.  (It is also contrary to the Scriptures 
which states that God has sovereignly given more talents to one 
than to another).   Adding to this is the real fear that teachers 
and principals think that they will be the scapegoat when their 
children are unable to jump though the hoop. Academic 
progress is affected by a raft of social, economic, and genetic 
factors beyond the school’s control. 

·  The national standards represent only a small part of the 
curriculum.  Even much of the English and maths curricula is 
not represented.  It is easy for teachers to teach to the standard, 
teach exam technique, and ignore the rest of the curricula.  A 
poor teacher probably has more opportunity now to mask a 
poor performance than before. 

·  The national standards do not come with national tests.  Each 
school is free to make up their own tests or assessment method, 
or the number of times each student is assessed, and what the 
conditions of the assessment will have (single or group work, 
open or closed book, etc).  Often it will come down to teacher 
observation and “professional judgment”, especially for 
younger children who are not able to sit formal tests.   

·  The real reasons for the poor academic performance across 
New Zealand include humanistic, self-centred values leading to 
disengagement and lack of discipline. When society abandons 
the Word of God it reaps what it sows, and this is very visible 
in classrooms. Up to half of potential learning time is lost in 
some classes as teachers attempt to deal with behaviour and 
attention issues.   Will this be fixed by national standards?   

·  Maori schools, which sadly have a disproportionate number of 
struggling students, will have a different set of standards which 
have not been developed yet.   Students identified as “special 
needs” will be exempt.  Consequently a school can potentially 
enhance its reported results by labelling more students as 
“special needs”.  

·  Most, if not all, international research on national standards is 
negative.  Typically the curriculum not covered in the standard 
is pushed into the background. Creativity is stifled. Students 
will disengage earlier if they are told that they are “failures”, 
and students ahead of the standard can be encouraged into 
complacency.   When comparative results between schools are 
published, some schools are labelled unfairly and go through a 
cycle of negativity, finding it difficult to attract and retain 
students and teachers.   On the other hand, another school can 
be labelled better than it deserves by the nature of community it 
serves, become a “magnet” for students, and have its resources 
strained.  Achievement levels at both schools can drop.  
Students doing well rarely transfer schools, and students who 
have problems almost invariably take their problems with them 
when they transfer schools.   

 

      I have been associated with local principals, who have worked 
hard for their communities, for many years.  I have not before seen 
the level of frustration as I see at the moment. There is a real 
feeling of anxiety and even anger in education circles.  The 
government appears to have put politics first, has set aside millions 
of dollars for a “public education” exercise, and has basically not 
listened to anyone within the education sector.  This “public 
education” exercise is setting up communities against the teachers 
by creating expectations which schools 
can’t deliver and making the public feel 
that the current government is more 
interested in children’s education than 
the schools are.  Professionals are being 
told that there won’t be league tables in 
the media, but parents are being told 
that they will be able to “compare the 
performance of their school with 
others.”   i.e.: Factors beyond a school’s 
control won’t be taken into account, as 
we currently see in NCEA league 
tables. 

      Teachers and principals are worried about a “hidden agenda”.  
They feel that national standards will do nothing to address 
academic performance, and are more likely to have a negative 
impact.  National standards can help the perceived “plain 
reporting” problem, but so can a range of other tested diagnostic 
tools already being used.  Teachers’ and principal’s careers may be 
affected by factors beyond their control. What if the previous 
teacher rated the children “generously” and consequently little 
progress is measured in the current class?  It seems that the 
government is heading to a competitive model of making primary 
schools compete with each other for the type of students who will 
pass easily, teachers, and funding.  (Now most primary schools 
work collaboratively.) 
      Public opinion is now on the government side, but it can change 
quickly.  The teacher unions have a big gun (strike action) and are 
probably strong enough to bring the government to its knees.  
Principal associations, which are not unions, are with the unions on 
this issue. The rhetoric in the media from both sides means that 
neither side has as honourable way to back down easily.  Starting 
this year we have the three yearly employment contract 
negotiations between the government and the unions.  At the 
moment any concept of “good faith” between the parties looks a 
long way off.  Expect national standards to be a major bargaining 
chip in these negotiations.  If the government and unions use this 
chip wisely then perhaps we can get through the year without major 
disruptions to education, but I am not hopeful.   
      A wise way forward would be to either use existing tools in a 
way which is standardised across the country, but allowing for 
flexibility knowing that each child is different, or having a trial of 
the untested national standards in some schools.  It would also be 
helpful for schools to have real input as to what the national 
standards actually look like.    
     I am also worried about the effect that this may have on 
Christian integrated schools when the teacher unions see us meekly 
complying to national standards, and see our teachers not being 
involved in union action.   
       

PARENT HANDBOOK 
This term we are updating the parent handbook, planning to 
give all parents an updated copy early in term two, the Lord 
willing.  If any parent has a request for information to be in the 
parent handbook, which is not currently in it, then please let the 
office or principal know. 
 
DRAFT SCHOOL CHARTER 
   The school charter is an agreement between the Board Of 
Trustees and the Ministry Of Education.  Any parent wishing to 
have input into this document, which is reviewed annually, can 
ask the office for a draft copy.  One part of the annual charter is 
the annual targets for improved student achievement.  At the 
moment the school management wishes to concentrate on the 
primary students doing well at the national standards and the 
college students being motivated to score more merits and 
excellences in NCEA (Many of our Y11s, for example, are 
starting the year with lots of credits at “achieved” level, while 
we would like to see a serious effort in the core academic areas 
of English, maths, science, and social science, leading to more 

merit and excellent grades.)  But 
school management is open to ideas 
from the school community. 
 

MICROSCOPE LESSON: Linda 
Evers Y9 is using a microscope for 
the first time at college level while 
Simona De Vries Y10 looks on. 
 

LIBRARY NEWS will be next 
time again, the Lord willing. 
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